Governor’s Message – Summer 2011

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

and National Domestic Violence Awareness

Month. During this time various entities conduct

activities to garner the attention of the

public on these two issues. As this is also

the month during which our district conference

will take place, there will be a special

focus on these issues at our conference.

The media will be invited to witness the special

presentation of mastectomy comfort pillows

to a representative of the American

Cancer Society. The Society will distribute

the pillows to many women who will benefit

from this very worthy service project. Any

club is welcome to participate in this October

project either by constructing and donating

pillows for the conference presentation or for

presentation in their communities. Several

clubs and the Brace-Lederle/MacArthur

Southfield Z Club have already indicated that

they will construct comfort pillows for this

presentation.

Members will have their understanding of

domestic violence greatly enhanced by three

Zontians who have had professional or volunteer

experience addressing the tragic

problem of domestic violence. They will

broaden our knowledge about this problem

and share information about needed social

change and a successful Canadian workplace

program.

Our voice can be heard as an organization

doing its part to advocate for and to be of

service to breast cancer survivors and

victims of domestic violence. The month of

October provides an opportune time for

Zonta clubs to sponsor public awareness

events, construct mastectomy comfort pillows

for women who have had breast cancer surgery

and donate funds to organizations providing

professional services.

Another key focus of the conference is

human trafficking. At the 2010 conference

Theresa Flores gave a very moving and informative

speech about being trafficked as a

teenager. Since then several clubs and individual

members have expressed interest in

becoming more knowledgeable about this

tragic problem.

The Status of Women Luncheon keynote

speaker from the University of Michigan

Human Trafficking Law School Clinic will

discuss what is being done to combat

human trafficking. Following the luncheon

she will join other panelists from the Michigan

Human Trafficking Task Force and the

US Immigration and Customs Enforcement

Agency. Members will benefit greatly from

the expertise of these panelists who will

share information about victim services,

public awareness and advocacy efforts.

Please review conference details in this

newsletter issue. You owe it to yourself to

attend the district conference!! We will

receive essential international information

from the Zonta International President via

video and also in person from both the

Vice President and the Chair of the Amelia

Earhart Fellowship Committee. Candidates

for District Board positions will speak about

their experience and skills and club

delegates will elect the 2010-2014 District

Board and the Nominations Committee.

Members will be presented with a wealth of

information about several critically important

issues to help strengthen clubs and

carry out our mission while also learning

how to focus on our own health. Zonta

Wellness stations will again be offered due

to the very positive member response at

the conference last year. Also an entertaining

nutrition leader who is a renowned

TV personality will teach us about habits

we can adopt for a healthy lifestyle.

For a moderate all inclusive registration

fee members can enjoy great speakers,

meals and entertainment in the historic

and beautiful atmosphere of the Dearborn

Inn in Dearborn, Michigan. Help yourself

and learn how you can help others while

also having fun and fellowship with other

Zontians October 14-16. ∂
