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Communiqué

 

 
Sandra Gail Vosper 

It is a pleasure and a great honour for me to address 
DistrictXV as your Governor. I look forward to the next two 

years  
with enthusiasm and resolve.  

I owe a debt of gratitude to immediate past Governor Carole  
Calvert-Baxter for her guidance, patience and wisdom as she  
generously shared her Zonta knowledge with me and artfully  

used all situations as training opportunities for this  
eventuality. Thank you, my friend As some of you may already know, I have a few goals for this 

biennium that I would like to share with you now. With the co-
operation of all Clubs, District Committees and Board of 
Directors working together like a well-oiled machine, I feel 
confident that we will carry on and improve the tradition of 

excellence in DXV. 

SGV GOALS FOR DISTRICT XV:  

¶ Get the word out! One of the my goals, the importance 

of which cannot be overstated, is the use of aggressive 

and cost effective PR strategies to make Zonta a 

household word in District XV, in all sectors. I encourage 

all clubs to appoint a PR Committee and to familiarize 

themselves with the tools available to them at zonta.org. 

¶ To continue the work begun with the Leadership and 

Development Committee to expand the Membership 

database 

Continued P.2 
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  DISTRICT XV & CLUB CALENDAR 

2008 
August  
22 Zonta Club of Detroit I celebrated 

25 years of service 
September  
8 International Literacy Cay 
13 Zonta Club of Sault Ste Marie 

celebrates 30 years of service 
20 Zonta Club of Chatham-Kent  

celebrates 60 years of Service 
21 International Day of Peace  
October  
1 Big Rapids Charter Anniversary 

1958 (50 years) 

15 Klausman Women in Business 
Scholarships International recipientsô 
announcement 

15 USA Clubs IRS form 990 due if gross 
receipts exceed $25,000 (must submit 
directly to IRS using electronic form) 

17-19 District 15 Conference, Frankenmuth MI 
18 Zonta Club of Saginaw celebrates 70 years 

of Service 
24 United Nations Day 
25 Zonta Club of Milford celebrates 60 years 

of Service 

November  
8 Zonta International Day 
15 Amelia Earhart applications 
25 International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence Against Women 
25-Dec. 10 16 Days of Activism Against Gender 

Violence 
December  

8 World AIDS Day 
11/25-12/10--16 Days of Activism Against Gender 

Violence 
10 International Human Rights Day 

2009  
January  
11 Amelia Earhart Day (January is Amelia 

Earhart Month) 

February  

15 US Districts and Clubs: IRS Group 

Subordinate Update Form due to HQ 

Governorôs Communiqu® (cont.) 

¶ To educate and encourage all clubs to align their 

service projects with International goals as a means 

to increase membership, enhance memberôs service 

experience and highlight Zontaôs International 

component i.e. to emphasize ZI slogan of 

Global Empowerment Through Local Action 
¶ To elevate the stature and understanding of the role 

of ZI Foundation through the DXV Foundation 

Ambassador Carole Calvert-Baxter in order to 

increase financial support for ZIF from our Districtôs 

individuals and clubs. To let everyone know that 

even the smallest donation can change someoneôs 

life. 

¶ To strengthen SOW committee by creating the 
largest committee within our District, with co-
ordinators to head YWPA, AE, JK, and Z & 

GOLDEN Z. This expansion will also provide 
excellent training for future SOW chairs. After all, 

service is our raison dô°tre. 

¶ To continue and improve our District Website and to 

work diligently to have every club in DXV linked to 

the site. To add pertinent web links such as UNIFEM 

to D15 site. 

¶ To encourage clubs to place the UN and UNIFEM 

high on their priority list, for it is this affiliation that 

distinguishes Zonta from all other Service 

Organizations in the world. 

¶ To campaign to have all club members registered on 

the ZI website 

¶ To see an increase in membership in District XV ï 

an elusive goal of every Governor, but perhaps by 

approaching it from another angle, i.e.: by using 

strong PR and stressing our UN affiliation we can 

make Zonta the womenôs organization of choice, 

and achieve this goal - and this leads us on a 

circular journey back to my first point. 

In closing, I am so looking forward to the  
interesting, inspiring and interactive biennium that  

lies ahead of us. 

Sandra GairVosper 

District XV Governor 

THE BRIDGE IS  
YOUR NEWSLETTER! 

SUBMIT CLUB DATES FOR THE  
DISTRICT CALENDAR BY SCHEDULE 

ON  
PAGE 9 
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MEET DISTRICT XV 2008-10 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

LT. GOVERNOR DENISE QUARLES 
Having the honor of serving on the District 15 Board as Parliamentarian and Area 2 
Director my understanding of Zonta operations was significantly enhanced. As I begin 
my term as Lt. Governor I look forward to working with Governor Vosper and the new 
Board, providing assistance to clubs on membership matters and getting acquainted 
with more members. My membership began in 1998 in the Michigan Capitol Area Club 
in Lansing where I served as President, Vice President, and Director and chaired 
committees. I retired from the Michigan Department of Corrections after 31 years of 
employment; serving many years in executive positions such as Regional Prisons 
Administrator, Deputy Director of Field Services and Warden 

 

SECRETARY AMY MAPLE 
Amy Fraser Maple joined Zonta in 1988. Sponsored by Paula Somerville, Amy soon 
became active in the Southfield Area Club. She served in various leadership 
capacities, including a stint as Club President (2000-2002). Amy served as District 
15's Co-Chair to the Status of Women/Service Committee (2002-2006) and presented 
training at Fall Conferences on increasing participation in Zonta International's 
Scholarship Programs and recruiting new and emerging generations of Zontians. She 
currently serves as District Secretary, a position held since 2006. In her private life, 
Amy is the Director of Volunteer Human Services for the Girl Scouts of the Huron 
Valley Council. She lives in Bloomfield Township with her husband, Dale and 
their son, Rex. 

TREASURER KAREN ARMALY 

I joined Zonta in 1989 as a restaurant owner and because my sponsor said I needed something adult 
to do in my life. I had a 3 year old at the time. Zonta and its mission have become my passion. Since 
1989 I have served as every officer in my club Detroit I. When I was asked to take on the role of 
Area 3 Director in 2004 it again was the perfect time for me. I was facing empty nest as my 3 year old 
was now 18 and leaving for college. I have stayed on District Board to now serve my second term as 
District Treasurer. In my other life, I have 3 children, one who is marrying in September. I am a Flexible 
Spending Administrator for American Administrative Group. I am also a PartyLite consultant. I spend 
my free time, what little I have these days, reading and gardening. 

PARLIAMENTARIAN HILARY HENLEY 
Has been a member of the Zonta Club of Chatham-Kent for five years. She manages a 
prevention and promotion program for the local branch of the Canadian Mental Health 
Association. She is passionate about the arts, her family, her community and especially, the 
goals and ideals of Zonta International. 

AREA 1 DIRECTOR PATTY JOHNSON 
I am a native of Iron River, live near Ludington and work in Gaylord. I am a Civil Engineer 
with the Michigan Department of Transportation. I was in the Ludington Area Zonta Club 
for 14 years and held all officer positions except treasurer. For the past two years I have been 
Recording Secretary for the Gaylord Area Zonta Club and am currently Area One Director. 

AREA 2 DIRECTOR JOANNE LOSE 
For the following clubs: Big Rapids, Grand Rapids, East Lansing, 
Lansing, Ludington, Meridian East, Michigan Capitol Area, Mt. Pleasant, 
Muskegon and Newaygo. For those of you who are members of one of these clubs - I'm excited to be 
your Director! My credentials include, 7 years with the Meridian East Club, Service Officer, 
Fundraising Officer, Vice President and a two year stint as President. I don't profess to know it all, 
but I have genuine desire to support my clubs and a strong interest in helping my clubs prosper and 
grow. 
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AREA 3 DIRECTOR SALLY RANDALL 
and member of the Zonta Club of Northwest Wayne County for the past 12 years. I retired 
from Nursing 6 years ago and enjoy golfing, gardening and spending time with family. I have 
been married 42 years, have three grown children and nine grandchildren ranging in age from 

18 months to 10 years. 

 

Saginaw's Lois M. Herbage, 91, wins state honor for her volunteer efforts   

 

AREA 4 DIRECTOR CONNIE DUTCHER 
Zonta Club of Saginaw member since 2003, having learned of Zonta 
from attending the Flint Club's Kentucky Derby fundraiser a few years 
earlier. Lifelong Michigan resident employed at Dow Corning for 24 
years, current role as Global Strategic Marketer that has taken her 
around the globe . Received a bachelor's degree in Marketing from 
Saginaw Valley State 
University and an MBA from University of Michigan. Has a passion for Michigan summers, cooking, 
shopping, reading, traveling, Zonta and spending time with family (although not necessarily in that 
order) ! Empty nester enjoying her daughter and son-in-law's growing family - 2 grandkids with 
a new one expected in March. 

 

By Justin Engel The Saginaw News Friday July 11, 2008, 7:09 A M 
Lois Herbage, 9 1, of Saginaw, is the recipient of the Governor George Romney Lifetime Achievement  Award 
for Volunteerism. 
Lois M. Herbage has lived to see a lot of Michigan governors -- 19 in all -- and last month she got to shake the latest one's 
hand. 

Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm presented the 91-year-old Saginaw woman the Gov. George Romney Lifetime 
Achievement Award for Volunteerism, beating out 180 contenders. 

"That was real nice," Herbage said. "I just couldn't believe it." 
Herbage knew she was one of five finalists when she attended the governor's awards ceremony at Detroit's Fox 

Theatre but was surprised when Granholm called her name toward the end of the evening, she said. 
Many consider the award the ceremony's most prestigious giveaway. 
"Everybody stood up," Herbage said. "I got to take my picture with her and her husband." 
Officials also presented Herbage a crystal trophy. The prize is deceivingly heavy for its 9-inch-high size, she said, 

but Herbage carries it around proudly to show her friends and neighbors. 
For 24 years, Herbage volunteered at Thomas Township's St. Francis Home, 915 N. River. There, she reads 

newspapers to residents and helps with games, parties and picnics four days a week. 
She also volunteers at her church, St. John's Lutheran, 915 Federal in Saginaw, and has worked for more 

than 50 years on charitable causes with the Zonta Club of Saginaw, part of Zonta International, a group that 

works for women's rights. (Bridge editorôs emphasis) 
Herbage has helped the Internal Revenue Service's Volunteer Income Tax Assistance initiative for more than a 

decade after retiring from her job in 1984 as general associate executive with the United Way of Saginaw. The 
governor award isn't her first accolade. The Saginaw County League of Women Voters honored her in 

2006. 
Last year, the Girl Scouts of Mitten Bay called her one of 10 Women of Distinction, citing her work with the YMCA, 

YWCA, American Red Cross, American Society of Women Accountants, Public Libraries of Saginaw and Saginaw School 
District. 
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DISTRICT 15 PUBLIC RELATIONS & COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR LINDA DEGROW REPORTS 
ñ Every Club Needs a PR Chair ò 

As your new District Public Relations and Communications Committee Chair, I would like to introduce myself. I am Linda 
DeGrow, past Area 1 Director and charter member of the Zonta Club of Charlevoix Area. I am pleased to present the 2008-10 
District PR committee as follows: 

Linda DeGrow degrow@localnet.com Charlevoix 
Darcie Clapp dclapp@walshenv.com Grand Rapids 
Julie Dyer julie@expressyourselfpromo.com Cadillac 

Please feel free to contact any member of the newly formed PR committee to help you with any questions you may 

have. 
The PR Committee has three goals in District 15: 

¶ To make Zonta a household name 
¶ To work with Zonta International to establish a top down PR blitz 

¶ To create an open dialogue about PR at all levels. 
The message regarding PR is not new. We need to raise Zontaôs profile in our communities and at District level if we 

wish to stop answering the question, ñWhat is Zonta?ò 
We must pull together to make a difference and turn the question into a statement in all communities. Every club, no 

matter the size, is doing good things and making a difference in their areas. In order to make PR a priority, consider 
implementing some of these ideas in your club. 
1. MOST MPORTANT - SELECT A PR CHAIR FOR EVERY CLUB: Send that name and email contact to me. Thanks! 

2. Simplify the message: Our mission statement is deliberately in order to encompass many issues. Your club needs to 
narrow the focus in your area and repeat it over and over. You might have a new goal or focus each year but play that up, 
blow your own horn in the name of Zonta. Example: If you mainly work with healthcare get your activities in front of the 
community. Have the facilities you work with and for establish an internet hyperlink to your club and vice versa. Provide 
your club web link to them 

3. Keep Zonta in the news: Write and submit articles about Zonta in general; What we do internationally and how it is 
relevant to today or local issues; Why you do what you do locally; Testimonies from people you have helped; Play up 
Zontaôs 90

th
 birthday next year. Most areas have some free papers as well as the local paper. Utilize press releases 

available on the ZI Website. Remember to submit all articles by email. 
4. Personally publicize Zonta: Wear Zonta clothes and/or jewelry often; Display a Zonta item on your desk at work to 
promote questions and interest. I am now retired; I have a ñZonta Rockò in my garden on the way to my doorway. 

5. Advocacy programs are a must. This is one of the best ways to get your Club known in your community. Take a 
number of issues that impact women and set up a place and light refreshments and invite a panel of experts to address 
the topic. You can partner with these experts for advertising the event and get internet links with all of these people. 
There is no end to topics: Finance pitfall for young women; newest breast Cancer testing and treatment; Womenôs heart 
health; Violence toward women specific to your community, and many more. 

6. Establish community partnerships: Involve more groups in the community with your activities especially some from 
local government, business leaders, and other people and organizations of influence in your community. 

7. Consider having a 501c3 (US) or a Foundation (CDN): Having a foundation allows your club to provide people and 
businesses a tax break to support your service through foundation giving. You can apply for grants from other agencies 
specific to projects you are working on in your community that require more capital than you have; thus greater impact to 
the community. 

8. Think bigger than you think you should! 
9. Make sure your club has Zonta Letterhead: You can have this made online with the Zonta International website. Use it 

or other Zonta note paper for all communications. ZI will also design your club Logo - both vertical and horizontal. 

10. Make use of the Zonta International PR toolkit on the website.  
11. Have a PR budget at the Club level: Use it to brand Zonta locally.  
12. Invite the Press to cover your fundraisers and service projects: Take a look at what you are doing. Does it support 
the mission of Zonta? ... Then itôs newsworthy! 

13. Familiarize yourself with the PR that is available in your community: For example: The local PBS station may have 
community spots on TV/Radio/website you could tap into. Is there a womenôs magazine, newspaper or column you could 
be the sponsor or focus of? Are there community festivals you could set up an info booth or float at? 

14. Ask local business to allow you to present Zonta to their interested employees over lunch: This could serve two 
purposes - to raise awareness of Zonta and to promote interest in membership opportunities. 

Maybe your Club is already doing some of these. If you are doing other things the rest of the District could benefit from, 
please share them with the District PR Committee. 

Donôt miss the PR workshop at Fall Conference Oct 17-19 in Frankenmuth with  
the dynamic Wendy Nienhouse from REDHOT MARKETING! 

mailto:DeGrow_degrow@localnet.com
mailto:dclapp@walshenv.com
mailto:julie@expressyourselfpromo.com
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UPDATE: ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN ROTTERDAM 

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL BOARD 

Name Office Zonta Club 

Beryl Sten President Växjö, Sweden 

Dianne K. Curtis President-Elect Santa Clarita Valley, CA, USA 

Lynn J. McKenzie Vice President Wellington, New Zealand 

Gloria Stootman Wristen Treasurer/Secretary Auburn, New York, USA 

Dilruba Ahmed Director (2007-2009) Chittagong, Bangladesh 

Kerry Dixon-Fox Director (2007-2009) Mankato Area, Minnesota, USA 

Ragna Karlsdóttir Director (2007-2009) Embla, Iceland 

Ingeborg Geyer Director (2008-2010) Vienna, Austria 

Lynn R. Goodhue Director (2008-2010) Northampton Area, MA, USA 

Heddy Tangen Steffensen Director (2008-2010) Stavanger, Norway 

Maria Victoria P. Vergel de Dios Director (2008-2010) Mandaluyong-San Juan, Philippines 

Sonja Hönig Schough Director (2009-2012) Kungsbacka, Sweden 

Beryl McMillan Director (2009-2012) 
Melbourne CBD Inc, Victoria, 
Australia 

Kirsi Nickels Director (2009-2012) Hyvinkää Area, Finland 
 

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION BOARD 

Name Office Zonta Club 

Betty Jane Bourdon President Greater Westfield Area, MA, USA 

Kirsten Theisen Vice President Copenhagen III, Denmark 

Carol Borecky Treasurer Springfield, IL, USA 

Mineko Hariu Director Akita, Japan 

Lollie Harper Director Charleston, SC, USA 

Tora Wigstrand Director Jonkoping, Sweden 

Caroline Wilkins Director Corvallis, OR, USA 

Beryl Sten, President/ZI Director Växjö Area, Sweden 

Dianne K. Curtis, President-Elect/ZI Director 
Santa Clarita Valley, CA, USA 

 

ADVANCING T1-(E STATUS OF WOMEN WORLDWIDE 
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ZONTA INTERNATIONAL DUES UPDATE 

The 2008 Convention approved an increase of US$15 in dues beginning 1 June 2009. This brings the total per 
member international dues to US$65 for the 2009-2010 fiscal year. This amount does not include the per member fee 
for liability insurance paid by clubs in the USA and Canada. The Convention also approved a motion requesting 
Zontians to pay an additional $15 per member to Zonta International as a voluntary dues payment in 2008-2009 in 
addition to their regular dues of US$50. 

To make your Voluntary 2008-2009 Dues Payment, the preferred manner of payment is a group payment by the 
club using a check or wire transfer (the same methods used for regular dues payments). Special payment forms are 
available at zonta.org. Clubs are encouraged to make the Voluntary 2008-2009 Dues Payment. 

Please note that this 2008-2009 voluntary dues payment of US$15 is in addition to the regular international 
dues of $50 per member for 2008-2009. 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! CHECK OUT THESE ITEMS ON THE ZI WEBSITE: 

1. Zonta International Position Papers on: 
a. Trafficking of Women and Girls 
b. Improving the Access of Women and Girls to Science, Mathematics and Technology Education 

2. Zonta International Biennial Goals 
3. 2008 ï 2010 International Service Program 

HIGHLIGHTS OF CONVENTION ACTION ON BYLAWS RULES AND RESOLUTIONS CONVENTION 

as of 31 July 2008 

Report Item Action Subject 

A1 Adopted Removal of staggered terms for ZI Directors 

A2 Adopted Changing the number of ZI Directors to be nominated by the Nominating Committee in order to implement the 
elimination of staggered terms 

B1 Postponed  
indefinitely 

Changing the number of members on the International Nominating Committee from nine to seven 

B2 & B3 Not considered 
(related to B1) 

B2-Removal of req. that vacancies be filled by nominees from the same geographical territory 
B3 ï Changing the number of candidates for the International Nominating Committee in order to implement the 
change in composition (at-large) of the Nominating Committee 

C1 Not adopted Elimination of the Public Relations and Communications Committee as a standing committee 

C2 Adopted Changing name and responsibilities of Status of Women Service Committee to the Service Comm. 

C3 Adopted Adding the Legislative Awareness and Advocacy Committee as a standing committee 

D1 Not adopted District Nominating Committees exceeding three members if so specified in the district rules of procedure 

E1 Adopted Changing member referrals to member transfers 

E2 Adopted Inviting to membership individuals who are actively engaged or have experience in a recognized business or 
profession in a decision-making capacity 

E3 & E4 Not adopted Adding Outreach Members to the categories of membership and a definition of that category 

E5 Not adopted Changing the definition of classified members to specifically include those who work in a recognized not for-
profit organization or in a pro bono decision-making capacity 

E6, E7 & E8 Not adopted Adding associate members and retired members to the categories of membership and adding a definition of 
those categories 

E9 & E10 Not considered 
(related to E6, 
E7 & E8) 

E9 ï Adding the provision that at least two-thirds of a clubôs members must be classified members, PIPs or 
Honorary Members 
E10 ï Adding the provision that associate and retired members pay 50% of International dues 

F1 Portions adopt. 
with further 
amendments 

Revising the provisions relating to Resolutions 

F2 Not adopted Adding a Rule of Procedure that clarifies the requirements of Resolutions 

G1 Not adopted Replacing the word ñchairmanò with ñchairò in all ZI bylaws, rules of policy and procedure, meetings and 
correspondence 

G2 Not adopted Removing the word ñchairmanò from all ZI documents and spoken usage and replacing it with ñchairò 

Resolution  
Declaration 

Adopted Support in honor of 60th Anniversary of Declaration of Human Rights 

http://zonta.org/
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Deadlines: Send articles for the "Bridge" to Editor Phyllis Clark at: pclark@gfn.org; or mail: 2447 King Rd.; 
Lapeer, MI 48446. For questions contact her at: 810/664-1445. Please add Phyllis to your Clubôs newsletter 
mailing list (email preferred). 

August 1 for Summer Issue; November 1 for Fall; February 1 for Winter; May 1 for Spring 
Planned publication by the middle of the month consistent with deadlines. 

 

ftp://at:_pclark@gfn.org/

