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Governor’s Communiqué 

 
 Sandra Gail VosperZonta’s Diversity as Stone Soup  

“Everybody contributes just a little something of  
whatever skills or talents they have to a project or  

cause. The result is often totally amazing!” 

“Once upon a time, somewhere in post-war Eastern Europe, there 
was a great famine in which people jealously hoarded whatever food they 
could find, hiding it even from their friends and neighbours. One day a 
wandering soldier came into a village and began asking questions as if he 
planned to stay for the night. 

'There's not a bite to eat in the whole province,' he was 
told.'Better keep moving on.' 

'Oh, I have everything I need,' he said. 'In fact, I was thinking of 
making some stone soup to share with all of you.' He pulled an iron cauldron from 
his wagon, filled it with water, and built a fire under it. Then, with great 
ceremony, he drew an ordinary-looking stone from a velvet bag and dropped it 
into the water. 

By now, hearing the rumour of food, most of the villagers had come 
to the square or watched from their windows. As the soldier sniffed the 'broth' 
and licked his lips in anticipation, hunger began to overcome their scepticism. 

'Ahh,' the soldier said to himself rather loudly, 'I do like a tasty stone 
soup. Of course, stone soup with cabbage -- that's hard to beat.' 

Soon a villager approached hesitantly, holding a cabbage he'd retrieved 
from its hiding place, and added it to the pot. 'Capital!' cried the soldier. 

'You know, I once had stone soup with cabbage and a bit of salt beef 
as well, and it was fit for a king.' The village butcher managed to find some 
salt beef . . . and so it went, through potatoes, onions, carrots, mushrooms, and 
so on, until there was indeed a delicious meal for all. The villagers offered the 
soldier a great deal of money for the magic stone, but he refused to sell and 
travelled on the next day. 

The moral is that by working together, with everyone  

contributing what they can, a greater good is achieved. “ (cont. p.2) 
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Governor’s Communiqué (cont.) 
And such is the dynamic that makes Zonta work. 

Diversity describes a situation that includes people from various 
professions, backgrounds and cultures. It is also Zonta’s 
strength and that which nourishes us. 

By seeking out and celebrating our rich diversity we 
can inspire innovation and find a strategic competitive 
advantage within Zonta. People with different cultural, 
educational, philosophical, and business backgrounds will bring 
different frames of reference to the table and can spark an 
exciting and dynamic cross-pollination of ideas. 

These meaningful partnerships are the foundation of 
our success and which enables Zonta to continually improve. 
By sharing with others, we can direct our resources and 
capabilities to projects and practices that fulfill our mandate. 

When Zonta provides the structure individuals need to 
interact, to share ideas and help each other, we can then build 
a team that will see Zonta innovate, embrace change and move 
successfully toward greater service challenges. 

So please listen and encourage those innovators in 
your club. Every single idea in the world was once new and 
never tried before, - including the wheel. 

We are all leaders, and as such we all have a vested 
interest in the direction and successful operation our clubs. We 
must search for synergies and explore achievements and 
partnerships that make us stronger, more effective and offer 
new growth opportunities for our members and our clubs. 

We are also a team, comprised of a mixture of parts: 
combinations of energy, leadership, courage, innovation, 
experience, intelligence, knowledge... a synergy whose 
members work together to produce outcomes that can be truly 
awesome - and within this organization there is an entire gestalt 
of possibility - and the makings of a delicious pot of Stone 
Soup. 

Sandra Gail Vosper 

District 15 Governor 

Best Practices Contest due date changed to June 30. 

See form at : http://www.zonta15.org/index.html  

District Nomination Form due July 15. See form at: 

http://www.zonta15.org/index.html  
Keep up with the District XV website: www.zonta15.org 

Deadlines: Send articles for the "Bridge" to Editor Phyllis 
Clark at: pclark@gfn.org; or mail: 2447 King Rd.; Lapeer, 
MI 48446. For questions contact her at: 810/664-1445. 
Please add Phyllis to your Clubôs newsletter mailing list 
(email preferred). 

August 1 for Summer Issue; November 1 for Fall; 
February 1 for Winter; May 1 for Spring 
Planned publication by the middle of the month consistent  

with deadlines. 

http://www.zonta15.org/index.html
http://www.zonta15.org/index.html
http://www.zonta15.org/
ftp://at:_pclark@gfn.org/


 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
DISTRICT 15 TREASURER 

   ADVANCING THE STATUS OF  
WOMEN WORLDWIDE 

       
Eight months into our biennium shows the Board 

hard at work managing the District funds. As of 

01/31/09: 

  A MESSAGE FROM YOUR DISTRICT 15  
WEBMASTER 

  I hope this message finds you as excited as I am that the 
District 15 website is alive and well and changing almost 
by the day! I am open to your suggestions and I welcome 
your contributions. My goal is to have the website act as 
an information resource for all matters of District 15. 
You’ll never be at a loss for District news and information 
if you bookmark the website or better yet, make it your 
Internet home page! 

 
¶ Our cash position is $24,452.44 in CDs, 

$6,067.16 in Fifth Third Checking, and 

$460.62 in Fifth Third Savings for 

operations (total - $30,980.22). 

   

 ¶ We have set aside from those funds 

$17,600.00 in Conference / Workshop / 

Convention Reserves, $2,500.00 in 

Organization/Revitalization and $1,157.05 

in Club President Leadership training. 

  So what will you find on the District 15 website? 

o Home – This is the first page you will see when 

you type in www.zonta15.org. If you’re looking 
for D15 related forms, a link to upcoming events, 
or public relations ideas, start with the Home 
page. 

o Our Clubs – Click on this tab for a listing of all the 

clubs in District 15, and further click on the links 
to go to individual club websites. Share the 
District website with prospective members and 
refer friends in other areas of D15 to check out a 
Zonta club nearby. If your clubôs website is 
missing, contact me at (jllose@zoomon.net) and 
Iôll help you create one. 

o District Conference – Click here to learn about  

the District 15 Conference - held this year in 

Lansing, October 16 – 18, 2009. Call to 
Conference forms and registration will be located 
here, when available. 

o District Officers & District Chairs – Need to know 

how to contact someone from the District Board 
or a Committee, click on the appropriate tab. 
Never again will you have to dig through some 
old paperwork! 

o What’s New or What’s Happening in D15! – Click 

here to see what’s happening in District 15. Also 

refer to the Calendar tab. If you have an 
upcoming club event and youôre not planning to 
post it on Public Drum, consider sending it to me, 
and Iôll put it here. 

o Newsletter – Current and back issues of The 

Bridge newsletter are located here. The Bridge is 
not only informative but a great District 15 
resource. 

o Resources – Looking for manuals, forms, bylaws  

or the latest Membership Matters, click here. 

o Awards – Currently this page is blank. Send your 

Awards information to me and be the first to have 
someone from your club recognized on this page! 

o Calendar – Again this page is currently blank...so 

what’s happening out there?? Send me your 
events schedule and let’s fill this space! Also, for 
those of you familiar with Public Drum set up 
your events there and they will automatically 
appear here. 

o Club Meetings – Not only do I want you to click 

on this tab, I want you to do it NOW! Check out 

3 

 ¶ We look forward to our membership 

numbers growing to help meet our 2008- 

2010 budget requirements. 

   

Thanks for all your good work for Zonta. 

Karen Armaly ,District Treasurer 

   

A NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY.... 
  

If all goes according to plan, your "President 

Packet" of information will arrive mid-August. 

Prompt response is greatly appreciated. Since I am 

currently "between successes" I cannot guarantee a 

FAX option for your response nor the ability to 

access my email account after leaving for 

conference. 

 

I truly apologize for the inconvenience and 

thank you in advance for your timely cooperation. 

  

  ï Amy Maple 

http://www.zonta15.org/
mailto:jllose@zoomon.net
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your club’s information and let me know of any 
corrections. This is such a great reference tool but 
only when it’s up-to-date! 

o International – Click on this tab to obtain a short 

summary of International’s biennial goals for 2008-
2010. And, log on to: www.zonta.org for get 
even more Zonta International information! 

o Links – Here’s your one-stop-shop for Zonta 

International forms: everything from scholarships 

to what’s for sale in the Zonta store. Are you looking for an easy automated way to promote your 

o Media Center – a great place to post a Zonta 

event or an article about a person highlighted in 
the news. Again....send me your information 
today! 

o Contact Us – looking for someone to help you  

out? Click here to get contact information. 

As you can see, a wealth of information is in store for you 
at the District 15 website. Want to be a part of what’s 
going on??? ..... send me your events and activities today! 

Yours in Zonta service, 
Joanne Lose, D15 Webmaster 

club’s events to the media, while at the same time creating a 
calendar of events to appear on your club’s website and on 
District 15 – all in just a few keystrokes? Have you heard 
about Public Drum? Logon to: www.publicdrum.org and then 
click on ‘Watch a Video.’ It’s as easy as that and it’s free! Join 
these clubs in getting the word out: Cadillac, Farmington/Novi, 
Lansing, Meridian East, Northwest Wayne County and 
Southfield Area. 
Questions? Contact Joanne Lose, D15 Webmaster. She’ll be 
more than happy to help you: jllose@zoomon.net or 
jlose@fnba.com. 

 

ADVANCING THE STATUS OF WOMEN WORLDWIDE 

 

Tired and happy District 15 Board members wrap up their Summer Board Meeting (06/12-14/09) in 
Lansing after a busy and productive weekend of Fall Conference planning, bylaw proposals, ZI 
directives and budgetary issues. 
Back row, l-r: Area 2 Director Joanne Lose, Governor Sandra Vosper, Area 1 Director Patty Johnson, 
Area 4 Director Connie Dutcher & Secretary Amy Maple. 
Front row, l-r: Lt. Governor Denise Quarles, Area 3 Director Sally Randall, Parliamentarian Hilary 
Henley & Treasurer Karen Armaly. 

http://www.zonta.org/
http://www.publicdrum.org/
ftp://you:_jllose@zoomon.net/
mailto:jlose@fnba.com
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District 15 Service Committee Report 

As District 15 Zontians start year two of our 2008-2010 Biennium, it is time to reflect on some our accomplishments. 

Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarships (JMK)  

In 2008, 4 District 15 clubs submitted their club recipientôs applications that were considered for the District level 

award. The US$500 scholarship was awarded to Andrea Saieh a student at Michigan State University. Her application 

was submitted by Zonta Club of East Lansing. Andrea attended the 2008 District 15 Fall Conference Status of Women 

Luncheon. 

The 2009 district program application deadline is July 1, 2009. This report will probably reach you after the 

deadline. Pastor Sherry McGuffin will coordinate the selection process. Please consider implementing a club level JMK 

for 2010. The District 15 Service committee chair and coordinator are here to assist your club. 

The District 15 US$500 award is currently funded by the Zonta Card sales. Thank you for supporting this new 

fundraising endeavor. Hopefully, with your generous support, the district award will be increased from US$500 to 

US$1000. The wonderful cards reflect the spirit of Zonta. A big thank you to Governor Sandra for designing them. 

Previously, the District 15 JMK program was supported by the Zonta Rose Sale, which was coordinated by Zonta Club of 

Lapeer. Our gratitude goes out to the Lapeer Zontians. 

The Zonta International program was established in 1998 to encourage undergraduate women to enter careers and 

seek leadership positions in business-related fields. The program ultimately seeks to influence business decisions that 

positively affect women by increasing the number of women in executive positions in the field of business management. 

This program was established from a bequest by Jane M. Klausman, a member of the Zonta Club of Syracuse, New York 

USA, and the 1990-1995 Zonta International Parliamentarians. 

Young Women In Public Affairs (YWPA)  

Wow, District 15 Zonta clubs, you kicked it up a notch. 10 clubs submitted YWPA applications to the district for 

consideration in 2009. Continue this upturn, we love it. 

It is a pleasure to announce the 2009 District 15 YWPA scholarship is awarded to Brianna Acker. Her application 

was submitted by Zonta Club of Midland. The district level award is US$1000, which is provided by Zonta International. 

The goal of the Zonta International YWPA program is to encourage more young women to participate in public and 

political life by recognizing a commitment to the volunteer sector, evidence of volunteer leadership achievements and a 

dedication to the advancement of the status of women. The ZI YWPA Subcommittee selects a district recipient from 

among the applications received from the clubs within the district. The ZI Foundation provides US$500 for each district. 

Districts may then submit the recipientôs application to International. ZI then selects five international recipients from the 

district applications. The ZI Foundation provides US$1,000 and a certificate for each international YWPA recipient. 

Amelia Earhart  

There were three 2008 Amelia Earhart Fellowship recipients (Erin Farber, Anoosheh Nianvaranikheiri and Ze 

Zhang) studying in District 15 during 2008-2009. We were very fortunate to have them attend the 2008 District 15 Fall 

Conference Status of Women Luncheon, where they received their ñAE Wingsò and certificate. 

The 2009 Amelia Earhart Fellowship recipients were recently announced. Erin Farbar and Anoosheh 

Nianvaranikheiri, 2008 awardees, have been awarded their second US$10,000 fellowship to continue their studies at the 

University of Michigan and Michigan State University respectively. Congratulations Erin and Anoosheh, you are 

remarkable young women. We look forward to having them attend the 2009 District 15 Fall Conference Status of Women 

Luncheon. Please extend an invitation to them to speak at your clubôs Amelia Earhart program. E-mail District 15 AE 

coordinator, Bonnie McArthur, bonsmca@comcast.net for their contact information. 

Sharing time: 

µ Peggy Donakowski, Zonta Club of Alpena Tri-County, shared what their club did to celebrate Amelia Earhart. 

ñWhat our club did for 2009 was to have a past Zontian portray Amelia. She came into our meeting with her 

bomber jacket, goggles and boots. She explained her life history and even brought in a portrait of one of her 

airplanes. She told us her entire life story from start to finish. It is so amazing and believable that the new 

mailto:_bonsmca@comcast.net
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members were quite impressed and basically it helped them to understand her importance in history and her 

association with our club and with the status of women. We have not dealt with fundraising issue yet but plan to 

do so in my first year as President. 

óI should also let you know what we did for 2008. We had a female pilot from Alpena, a wonderful gal, 

who is pretty much new at flying speak on Amelia from her point of view. She knew a little info on her but then 

when we asked her to speak, she did a lot, I mean a lot of research and pretty much seemed like she was a friend 

of Amelia's by the time she was done. She did a slide show presentation with pictures and facts. An excellent 

speaker. Thank you Peggy for sharing this delightful information.ò 

µ The Zonta Club of Lapeer Area holds an annual event that helps to support many projects, Amelia Earhart being  

one of them. The second Saturday in October our club reserves one of the largest parks in Lapeer County and 

holds the Fantasy Forest. The park has a great walking path that circles around a water access area and has 

beautiful wildlife. Local businesses and agencies set up booths dressed as favorite characters and families bring 

their children to enjoy hours of fun. Money is raised through advertisements (each child receives a bag with an 

activity book. Pages in the activity book are for advertisers to offer activities and favorite recipes as well as 

information about their businesses.) Tickets for the event are $1 for a parent and 3.50 for children. We have held 

this event for the past 13 years. Thank you Penny Lamkey for submitting this information. 

Z Clubs and Golden Z Clubs 

Zonta Club of Charlevoix and Zonta Club of Traverse City each chartered Z Clubs during 2008 ï 2009. I am happy to 

also report that Zonta Club of Lansing chartered a Golden Z Club at Michigan State University. If your club is interested in 

learning how to charter a Z Club or Golden Z club please contact one of these clubs or contact June Schaefer, our District 15 Z 

Club and Golden Z Club Coordinator. Congratulations to these clubs, they are creating the foundation for future Zontians. 

Established in 1948, the Z Club and Golden Z Club program is one of Zonta Internationalôs longest-running 

programs. Z Clubs and Golden Z Clubs help high school, college and university students develop leadership skills, promote 

career exploration and encourage members to participate in community, school and international service projects. 

Service Projects  

Service projects, at the club, district and international levels, are what we as Zontians are all about. Sharing 

information is very important. At the 2009 District 15 Spring Workshops, clubs shared information about their service projects 

and how they fund raise in order to support them. That information has been compiled is now on our website, 

www.zonta15.org. 

Also on our district website, is a report entitled, Status of Young Women in Michigan. Please take time to read it. 

This is our mission and I believe we are fulfilling that mission. We have come a long way, but there is still room for improving 

the status of women. 

A Walk to Beautiful, this is an excellent way to tie in our ZI obstetric fistula service project in Liberia and why Zonta is 

a great service organization. Use this documentary as a membership recruitment tool. Thank you to the clubs that had a 

screening or plan to in the near future. 

Contact information for the District 15 Service Committee 

Martha Belfour, Chair Jodi DeKuiper, YWPA Coordinator Bonnie McArthur, AE Coordinator 

635 N. Stony Point Road 510 N. Crosell 8535 Hickory Ridge Road 

Suttons Bay, MI 49682 White Cloud, MI 49249 Holly, MI 48442 

mhb635@hotmail.com jodilondekuiper@hughes.net bonsmca@comcast.net  

(R) 231.271.3429 (R) 231.924.5397 Cell 231.519.3359 (R) 810.750.6391 

Sherry McGuffin, JMK Coordinator June Schaefer, Z Club & Golden Z Coordinator 

1500 East Mitchell jschaefe@nmu.edu  

Petoskey, MI 49770 

pastorsherry@sbcglobal.net  

(R) 231.487.9145 (C) 231.881.1212 Respectfully submitted in the spirit and service of Zonta, 

Martha Belfour, Service Committee Chair 

http://www.zonta15.org/
mailto:mhb635@hotmail.com
mailto:jodilondekuiper@hughes.net
mailto:bonsmca@comcast.net
mailto:jschaefe@nmu.edu
mailto:pastorsherry@sbcglobal.net
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SPRING WORKSHOP REPORT 

Clubs in District 15 did some ñSpring Cleaningò during our annual Spring Workshops. Clubs learned how to spruce up their 

clubs, how to ñtestò for Z projects, how to get the word out and be seen as a professional womenôs organization. Spring workshops 

were a success. The evaluations were overwhelmingly positive with the majority of attendees agreeing that the topics were relevant, 

pertinent and useful. We asked, you answered, we listened. The topics were chosen from your Fall Conference evaluations on what 

you said you wanted to learn. 

Sandra Vosper, our Governor, updated us on Zonta International and Lt. Governor, Denise Quarles gave us stats on clubs and 

membership in District 15. 

Website development was presented by Joanne Lose and it was a hit. Joanne, District 15's new webmaster, told us how clubs 

can get their website up and running free of charge. They learned what information is needed and how to get it to Joanne. She also 

introduced us to a community calendaring company called the Public Drum. You can share your events with others in District 15 and 

have it sent out to the media in your area in one easy sweep. Wow!! 

Of interest to many clubs was learning whether or not 501c3/foundation status is right for them. Many asked for it to be repeated at 

Fall Conference. 

We had fun with the Calliope icebreaker. We learned more about other clubs as they shared information on their fund raisers 

and community projects. All were reminded to send in their best project to the Best Practice contest due June 30
th
. 

The ñZ vs Cò project brought about lively discussions. Clubs worked in groups to decide if club projects met the goals of 

Zontaôs mission or if they were really club projects. Zonta encourages all clubs to make sure their projects reflect Zontaôs mission. 

Women choose Zonta because they believe in our mission. Having mission-based projects helps clubs recruit new members and retain 

current members. We learned to ñtestò our projects and how to turn a ñCò project into a ñZò project. ñTesting, testing, 1, 2, 3. Zontaôs 

mission should be on the radar of all clubs. Please respondò. 

The majority of attendees said that what they gained most from attending was sharing of club projects, time for fellowship 

and learning more about Zonta International and District 15. 

Most worthwhile was website development, Public Drum and 501c3 information. Attendees offered with excellent 

suggestions for future workshops. 

SUMMARY OF THE WORKSHOP EVALUATIONS 

Attendance at workshop What did you gain by attending workshop? 
>Number of attendees ranged from 23 to 43 and averaged 36. >Sharing fund raising information and service projects, 
>25% of attendees were new and had never attended a networking, fellowship and learning more about Zonta 
workshop before. International and District 15. 
>Majority of new attendees were in Zonta more than 1 yr but >Enthusiasm and revitalized, ready to take on website and 

not more than 5yrs learn more about Zonta 
>Majority of other attendees were in Zonta from 5yrs to more 
than 30 yrs. 

>Majority liked having time to get to visit with other Zontians 

>70% of attendees have held a club or district office  
Evaluations of workshops: What would improve workshops? 
65% of attendees filled out an evaluation >Time seemed to be an issue with a few attendees who 

wanted shorter lunches and a quicker pace for presentations. 

 >Several wanted to see assigned seating or a mix of club 
members to encourage fellowship and networking. 

Most worthwhile about workshop: Topic suggestions for future workshops and 
>Overwhelmingly: Website and Public Drum calendaring Fall conference 
presentation by Joanne Lose >Repeat website and 501c3 presentations 

>Sharing of club projects and fund raisers, fellowship and 
networking 

>New media avenues and how to access them (Facebook, 
etc.) 

>Presentation on 501c3 >Recruiting and membership retention 

 >How to get PR & PSAs in papers 

 >More information on ZI, ZIF and UN 

 

Respectfully submitted D15 Area Directors: 
Patty Johnson (1); Joanne Lose (2); 
Sally Randall (3); Connie Dutcher (4) 



 

 

DISTRICT 15 MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

Summer 2009  
Lt Governor/OMC Committee Chair Denise Quarles 

In March clubs received the District 15 Strategic Plan. One of the provisions in that document is 

development of a District OMC Committee Membership Plan. Beginning with this edition of ñMembership 

Mattersò, the OMC Committee will start sharing elements of that plan with a full roll out of the plan occurring at 

the District conference. 

Oftentimes early in the club year membership recruitment efforts are initiated by clubs. To assist in that 

effort and as part of the District Membership Plan, clubs will soon via email be provided with a comprehensive 

power point presentation of reasonable length for use at recruitment events. The presentation material will focus 

on critical International and District 15 information along with a template of the types of information which 

should be included for your clubs. Also a template for the most basic element of any recruitment effort will be 

provided ï the elevator speech. Additionally, a fun game will be developed to assist members in preparing an 

elevator speech. 

Elevator Speech  
Are you prepared to deliver an elevator speech? As ambassadors of membership we all need to be 

prepared to make that first impression about the critical role our unique organization plays in improving the lives 

of women on local and global levels. 

An effective ñelevator speechò provides a quick description of Zonta International to grab the interest of 

someone you meet who is not knowledgeable about the organization. For the listener you need to convey key 

information to spark their interest in the organization: 

¶ the mission and the unique nature of Zonta International 

¶ the depth and reach of ZI ïthe longevity, number of members and clubs and the number of countries in 

which there are clubs present. 

¶ examples of current local and International service projects 

¶ college scholarships and monetary awards for youth community leadership 

New Clubs  
How do we address the need to increase our membership? One of the ways to accomplish membership 

growth and expand community presence is to start new clubs. If anyone is aware of a geographic area where 

establishment of a new club may be viable, please contact a member of the District OMC Committee (Lt. 

Governor & Area Directors) so that organizing efforts can be initiated. 

Please remember to occasionally visit the Zonta International website to review the ZI OMC  
Committee “Membership Matters”. 

TRI-COUNTY MEMBERSHIP DRIVE ñGET ACQUAINTED WITH ZONTAò HELD IN LIVONIA 

Clubs from Area 3 & Area 4 held a membership drive on May 17
th
 at the Laurel Park Place Mall in Livonia, Michigan. It was 

a day for women to learn about Zonta and find out what they have been missing. Eight clubs from Oakland, Macomb and 
Wayne County joined this event. Clubs set up their tables and were able to talk with potential members about their club and 
projects. Approximately 40 women stopped by to inquire about Zonta. Participants were encouraged to stay and have a piece 
of birthday cake to help us celebrate Zonta’s 90

th
 birthday. Thanks for all of the Zontians who helped make this event a 

success. The table displays were beautiful and it was a great venue for Zonta clubs to show/tell those interested why 
their Zonta should be their service choice. Thanks to Metro Detroit club, Laurel Park Place Management, Lt. Governor 
Denise Quarles and Area 2 Director Joanne Lose for their support. I will be glad to pass on planning tips and help anyone 
interested in organizing this type of event. We are planning another ñCome Learn about Zontaò Membership Drive in 
mid September at the 

same venue. Watch your email for updates on time and date. 
Sally Randall, Area 3 Director 
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Available in ivory and white Available in ivory only 

District XV Notecard Designs 

DISTRICT15 FUNDRAISER TO SUPPORT JANE M KLAUSMAN SCHOLARSHIPS 

We were excited to launch a new District Fundraiser at Spring Workshop and are pleased to report that 
the note cards have been very well received and are in their 3

rd
 printing. The Zonta rose card is available 

in white and ivory and the Six Women card is available in ivory. 

Here are 5 good reasons to support this fundraiser: 

1. They are economical at $8.00 for a pkg. of 8 c/w envelopes (less than the dollar store) 
2. They meet our goal to promote Zonta 
3. They make an excellent speaker or hostess gift 
4. They were designed specifically for District 15 
5. They address our mandate by financing the JMK Scholarships 

ADVANCING THE STATUS OF WOMEN WORLDWIDE 
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NORTH AMERICAN INTER-DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
June 5-7, 2009  

Report by Lt. Governor Denise Quarles 

If you were not in attendance at the Inter-District meeting, you missed a great opportunity to network, obtain practical advice and 

be informed of important issues from International headquarters. Zontians from communities throughout the U. S. and Canada 

joined together for fellowship, sharing and learning at a lovely venue in Cleveland, Ohio. As usual, the North American Inter-

District meeting, which is held every two years, proved to be both informative and rewarding. We made new Zontian friends and 

brought home ideas beneficial to individuals, clubs and districts. 

THE FIRST SESSION: 

The Future of Zonta, featured presentations by four members of the International Board: 

Dianne Curtis, President Elect, Gloria Stootman Wristen, Treasurer/Secretary, Kerry Dixon-Fox, Director, and Lynn Goodhue, 

Director 

Some highlights of information they provided: 

¶ plans for technology changes such as a new phone system at International headquarters and a newly designed website 

with improved search capability 

¶ the benefits of the new headquarters which has a better layout for offices and displaying Zonta pictures and historical 

items 

¶ savings expected by not having to provide ZI headquarters office space for the company from which financial services 

are now obtained; which differs from what was previously provided for another company 

¶ background information about the purchase of the new headquarters building 

¶ District 5 having the highest percentage of members (48%) who each voluntarily paid the additional $15 dues in the 

2008/2009 club year. 

¶ the fact that while there has been some loss of invested funds due to the market, there should not be a need to use any of 

the invested funds if there are sufficient donations from clubs and members to pay for approved projects. 

¶ administrative costs for the Foundation having been somewhat high because the ZI headquarters staffing costs were paid 

from the Foundation funds, but now ZI will pay these costs. 

OTHER SESSIONS/ACTIVITIES:  

New Dimensions in Creative Thinking ï Ellen Dolsen, President of the District 15 Pontiac North Oakland Club described the 

importance of changing your lens when looking at issues keeping in mind that there is more than one right answer. 

Where We Came From and How We Got Here ïAngela Brokmann has served in several leadership capacities in District 5 

including Lt. Governor. She discussed the importance of understanding that we are all heading in the same direction although we 

may take different paths. We need to be kind to and advocate for each other. 

Social Media Integration ï Amy Fraser Maple, District 15 Secretary, presented basic information describing Face book, 

LinkedIn, Twitter and how these social networks can be of benefit to Zonta members and clubs. 

Saturday Luncheon Keynote Speaker Katherine Miracle has had an interesting and varied career as an educator, author and 

entrepreneur. She described how having to cope with the murder of two good friends effected her life direction. She challenged 

Zontians to use our past, add passion and create our future. Ms. Miracle also addressed the importance of being your own 

advocate through self respect, achieving balance and asking for help. 

How Everything Matters in Raising Money ï Bonnie McArthur, former President and current Treasurer of the Pontiac North 

Oakland Club as well as District 15 Service Committee Amelia Earhart Coordinator spoke about organizing for a particular 

purpose, asking for donations, reporting on use of the funds and expressing appreciation by sending a ñthank youò to donors. 

Legislative Awareness & Advocacy - Past District 12 Governor Betty Edwards, Sandra Miller and Joyce Combs (members of 

Legislative, Awareness & Advocacy Committees for Districts 5 & 6 respectively) provided an advocacy tool kit and talked about 

human trafficking and CEDAW. 
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Zonta International Foundation and Local Service - Jacqueline Beaudry who is a former District 6 Governor and current 

Foundation Ambassador provided information about Zonta International service and ZISVAW projects and had breakout groups 

share information regarding service projects which are Zonta mission focused. 

Public Relations Double Header - Presentations were made by District 15 Governor Sandra Vosper and District 4 Governor 

Kathleen Douglass. 

Part 1: The session addressed marketing challenges, branding and building public interest by presenting Zonta in the best manner. 

Part 2: The goal was to harvest public relations initiatives and ideas to address troublesome issues which plague Zontaôs public 

profile. From the data collected, the plan is to hone a public relations strategic plan proposal for Zonta Internationalôs 

consideration. 

Facilitated Discussion: The Vision, Zontaôs Strengths, the Gaps - Angela Brokmann, former District 5 Lt. Governor, 

described the need for strategic planning which she described as a vision interpreted in action steps. She emphasized the need for 

leadership to move members forward toward accomplishing the goals through a positive, constructive attitude. She also 

addressed reversing the declining membership trend through such things as strategic planning, recruitment and retention, 

members working positively together and making productive use of membersô time. 

Saturday Night Dinner Presentation - Zonta International 2010 Convention Chair Dar Kurtz encouraged attendance at the 

convention which will be held in San Antonio, Texas by sharing some of the activities planned, and showing a video of the city. 

Taking a View From the Top - Past International President Mary Ellen Bittner talked about leadership and the importance of 

consensus building. She expressed the need for training about leadership at club, district and international levels. 

Position Your Club for Future Success - Presenter Carol Pasanen, former Governor of District 7 shared very practical methods 

for club revitalization. Some examples she gave were conducting a survey of a club and then viewing such things as the ages of 

members to focus on the benefits of generational differences and role playing to assist clubs identify concerns and developing a 

corrective action plan. In regard to the latter, she provided a copy of a four act skit she wrote titled ñSaving Clubs at Riskò. 

Leveraging Diversity Within Zonta Membership - Dar Kurtz, former International Treasurer/Secretary and 2010 Convention 

Committee Chair, focused on generational diversity. She discussed the need for clubs to appeal to different generations by 

listening to their ideas and being sensitive to such things as their needs for different types of communication. 

Pulling it All Together  - The meeting ended early afternoon on Sunday with facilitators for all sessions providing a brief verbal 

summary of each workshop. Seminar Co-Chairs, former Governors Carole Calvert-Baxter (District 15), Sally Bean (District 6) 

and Elaine Swanson (District 5) provided a wrap-up and indicated that information on the workshops will also be placed on the 

District 15 website this summer. 

Congratulations to the organizers, presenters, facilitators and others who made this North American Inter-District Membership 

Meeting a resounding success!! 

Facilitators: Nola Theiss, Elaine Swanson, Danita Utsman, Sarah Borlace, Mary Benoit, Lynn Goodhue, Buffie Kelly, Barbara 

White, Bea Weaver, Patti Palm, Sally Bean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Registrar: Karen Armaly, District 15 Treasurer 



 

 Congratulations to Clubs Celebrating Major Anniversaries in 2009 

Club Charter Anniv. Club Charter Anniv. 

Detroit I 1919 90
th

 Downriver Wayne County 1984 25
th

 

Owosso 1929 80
th

 Michigan Capitol Area 1984 25
th

 

Southfield Area 1929 80
th

 Roscommon Area 1984 25
th

 

Muskegon Area 1949 60
th

 Alpena Tri-County 1989 20
th

 

Lenawee County 1959 50
th

 Charlevoix 1989 20
th

 
Northwest Wayne 1979 30

th
 Farmington/Novi 1994 15

th
 

County Area   Fenton 1994 15
th

 

 


