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The Bridge 

District 15       Issue 5 of 8 (October, 2007) 
Zonta International      www.zontadistrict15.org                                                  

 

The Official Newsletter of District 15 

District Insights from your Governor Carole Calvert-Baxter 

  

As I write this note, I am driving through the mountains of Vermont in anticipation of the fabulous fall 

colors that will soon be arriving across the east coast, the beautiful State of Michigan and the Province of 

Ontario.   

 

While we have all been enjoying the summer months the Zonta Club of Petoskey has been doing a great 

deal of work preparing for the upcoming 2007 Fall Conference “Celebrate the Seasons”.   

They are continuing their preparation in anticipation of your arrival to what will prove to be a wonderful 

weekend in Northern Michigan. 

 

Great news!  You can now register for the upcoming conference on the District 15 website! 

 

An excellent line up of presentations and workshops have been selected which will make this year’s 

conference one you do not want to miss.  Some of the highlights of this year’s conference will include:   

  Zonta International Director, Ragna Karlsdottir will be in attendance at our conference and this will 

be a good opportunity to meet this dynamic leader. 

 Judy Johnston, our website designer, will present on the importance of a well developed website. 

 Mary Fisher, UN AIDS Special Representative  

 Angie Morgan, co-author of “Leading from the Front” and co-owner of “Lead Star” 

 We also have a great line-up of workshops that have been well developed and prepared for your 

enjoyment and education. 

 

A few important items to consider include: 

 This year, the workshops will only be offered one time during the weekend.  It will be important to 

send more than one delegate per club to ensure that your club has sufficient opportunity to participate 

in all workshops. 

 This is a voting year. The Nominating Committee has prepared the list of candidates and sent a copy 

to each club president within the district.  The list will be available on the District 15 website in the 

very near future and is included at the end of this newsletter. 

 One agenda item of note is that we will be voting on a dues increase at the District level. 

 The Bylaw Committee will be bringing forward a proposed bylaw change that has been included in 

the packets sent to each club president, that, if approved, will be forwarded to Zonta International to 

be presented at the 2008 International Convention in Rotterdam. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing each of you and sharing your opportunities to reconnect with Zontians 

from across District 15.  ZONTA ROCKS! 
 

http://www.zontadistrict15.org/
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DISTRICT 15 
BOARD MEMBERS 

2006-2008 
 
Governor  

Carole Calvert-Baxter 
carole.calvert-baxter@chartermi.net  
 
Lieutenant Governor 

Sandra Vosper 
Sandra.vosper@shaw.ca 
 
Treasurer 

Karen Armaly 
karen@benepro.com  

 
Secretary 

Amy Fraser Maple 
afrasermaple@comcast.net  
 
Parliamentarian 
Julie A. Close 
jclose@ccdplc.com  
 
Area 1 Director 

Linda DeGrow 
degrow@localnet.com  
 
Area 2 Director 

Denise Quarles 
dequar2@att.net 
 
Area 3 Director 

Bonnie Odom 
odomb@sbcglobal.net  

 
Area 4 Director 

Paula Somerville  
Paula.Somerville@Arvinmeritor.com  

 
Newsletter::  Phyllis Clark 
pclark@gfn.org   

810.664.1445 
 
Webmaster:  Sue Eareckson 
see-tsi@att.net  

 

 

 
 

ZONTA CALENDAR 
 

2007 
Now until Gone  Order roses to support District Jane Klausman  
   award for 2008 delivery.  See choices:  
   (http://www.zonta.lapeer.org/Flyer2007-8.doc ) 
September 30  Klausman Women in Business Scholarship  
   International recipients announced 
October 16  Form 990 due to IRS if club revenue over  
   $25,000 
October 19-21  District XV Fall Conference—Boyne Mtn. Resort 
October 24  United Nations Day 
November 15  Amelia Earhart applications due 
Nov. 25   International Day for the Elmination of Violence  
   Against Women 
December 1  World AIDS Day 

2008 
January 11  Amelia Earhart Day 
February 15  Club IRS 990 tax filing due to HQ 
March 7-9  MI Girl Scout Trainers Conf.—see details below 
March 8  Zonta Rose Day (International Women’s Day) 
April 1   YWPA Club candidates due to district 
May 1   Club officers report form 2008-9 due to HQ 
May 31   Klausman club candidates due to district 
April 26   Area 4 Workshop 
April 27   Area 3 Workshop Get rose orders in 
May 3   Area 2 Workshop for pick up at workshop 

May 4   Area 1 Workshop 

Get your registrations in for the District XV Fall Conference, Boyne 
Falls, October 19-21 

Visit www.zontadistrict15.org for complete details 
See Candidate information at end of newsletter 

Deadlines:  Send articles for the "Bridge" to editor Phyllis Clark at: pclark@gfn.org; or mail: 2447 King Rd.; Lapeer, 
MI 48446.  For questions contact her at:  810/664-1445. Please add Phyllis to your Club’s newsletter mailing list  
(email preferred). 
 
Date copy due:  August 1 for Summer Issue; November 1 for Fall; February 1 for Winter;  May 1 for Spring  
Planned publication by the first of the following month (September, December, March, & April).   

 
Two of the other 12 rose varieties in the District Rose  

Sale this year. http://www.zonta.lapeer.org/RoseFlyer0708.pdf  

mailto:carole.calvert-baxter@chartermi.net
mailto:Sandra.vosper@shaw.ca
mailto:karen@benepro.com
mailto:afrasermaple@comcast.net
mailto:jclose@ccdplc.com
mailto:degrow@localnet.com
mailto:dequar2@att.net
mailto:odomb@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Paula.Somerville@Arvinmeritor.com
mailto:pclark@gfn.org
mailto:see-tsi@att.net
http://www.zonta.lapeer.org/Flyer2007-8.doc
http://www.zontadistrict15.org/
mailto:pclark@gfn.org
http://www.zonta.lapeer.org/RoseFlyer0708.pdf
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Area 4 News  
(Each issue will feature one of our Areas) 

Area 4 
CLUBS (In order of date chartered)  
Flint I (1923, 4

th
 Club Chartered in the District)  

Pontiac-North Oakland (1927)  
Southfield Area (1929)  
Saginaw (1938)  
Midland (1947)  
Bay City (1951)  
Milford (1958)  
Flint II (1977)   
Lapeer (1981)  
Farmington / Novi Area (1994) 
Fenton (1994)  
 

AREA DIRECTOR: Paula Somerville – Southfield Area – Paula.Somerville@ArvinMeritor.com   
 

OTHER DISTRICT OFFICERS FROM AREA 4 –  
Governor:  Carole Calvert-Baxter – Midland 
Parliamentarian:  Julie Close – Midland 
Secretary:  Amy Maple – Southfield Area 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRS AND OTHER APPOINTMENTS FROM AREA 4 
Public Relations & Communications Chair:  Charlene Bramble - Farmington/Novi 
Leadership Chair:  Wendy Kanar - Midland 
Foundation Ambassador:  Glennda Stephens – Saginaw 
Newsletter Editor: Phyllis Clark - Lapeer 
 

AREA 4 HIGHLIGHTS ` 
     Area 4 clubs are very diverse in nature from the size of the clubs to the communities they serve.  Area 
4 covers the mid-eastern region of Michigan -  from the suburbs of Detroit (Southfield, Pontiac North 
Oakland, Farmington-Novi) to the middle of the lower peninsula (Midland, Saginaw, Bay City).  The Area 
4 clubs serve a variety of communities such as urban areas (Flint I, Flint II) to small towns (Milford, 
Lapeer, Fenton). 
     Fund Raisers for the clubs in Area 4 include Theater Parties, Fashion Shows, Raffles and Home Tours 
to name a few.   Service projects include Scholarships for Adult Women, support for shelters for abused 
women, and women’s health to name a few. 
 
 
  

The Detroit Demolition had to look deep inside themselves to find the hearts of champions to get 

their sweet revenge over the Atlanta Explosion in the Independent Women’s Football League (IWFL) 

Championship Game Saturday, August 11.  But they did find that extra something to pull out a hard-fought 

17-7 victory over the previously unbeaten and defending IWFL champion Xplosion in the intense heat of 

Atlanta.  The Xplosion had upset the Demoltion in last year’s IWFL championship game, 21-13 in Long 

Beach, CA in what was then considered a big upset. 

 Running back Kiana Dennis spoke at the Zonta Club of Southfield’s meeting in January, 2007, 

concerned that the team would have to disband due to lack of sponsorships.  Several teams that were in the 

IWFL as of April 2007 were forced to forfeit their standings due to lack of funding. Those teams 

eventually folded. 

 The Zonta Club of Southfield is proud to have sponsored the Detroit Demolition.  Keeping them in 

the league and cheering them on to the championship.  Congratulations, ladies! 

 Check out www.detdemolition.com for more details. 

mailto:Paula.Somerville@ArvinMeritor.com
http://www.detdemolition.com/
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District Features 
www.zontadistrict15.org  

                                                 A Focus on Advocacy       by Denise Quarles, Area 2 Director 
  

 An important revision to our mission statement was approved at the 2006 Zonta International (ZI) conference -

-  “. . . . advancing the status of women worldwide through service and advocacy”.   Advocacy is defined by ZI as 

the “expression of support for or opposition to a cause, argument or proposal.  Advocacy  may include influencing 

laws, legislation or attitudes.”  It was this focus on advocacy which prompted the Area Directors to make it the theme 

of the area  workshops this spring with the goal to spur clubs to action advocating for issues which will improve the 

lives of women.  

 Participants were updated on the aftermath of the passage in Michigan of anti-affirmative action Proposal 2 

which District 15 opposed via support of the efforts of One United.  Local speakers from domestic violence programs 

spoke about advocacy in general and in relation to domestic violence victims.  These presentations  were helpful for 

Area workshop participants when they were divided into groups and asked to discuss advocacy strategies clubs can  

use for issues related to Violence Against Women, Gender Equality, Education and Women’s Health.  In this article I  

will address a manifestation of violence against  women — domestic abuse which  was one of the issues discussed by 

some groups.  At the end of the article I will share some of the club strategies suggested by those groups. 

 There is a very long history of women throughout the world being battered by their male partners with abuse 

sometimes being sanctioned socially and legally.  Psychological and sexual abuse often times accompanies the 

physical violence, and male partners commit 40-70% of  homicides of women  worldwide. Contrary to public 

stereotype, the victims of domestic violence are represented in all  races and classes. The most common victims in 

Canada and the U. S. are young women between the ages of 16 and 24.  Until recent decades, domestic violence was 

generally not openly discussed.  However, as women realized improvements in their status, laws have changed along 

with public attitude.  Laws in all U.S. states now designate domestic violence as a crime, and in most states police 

officers can arrest suspected abusers without the victim filing charges.  In Canada abusers are subject to a range of 

criminal charges, and since the 1980's there have been mandatory criminal charging policies when there is probable 

reason to believe domestic violence has occurred.  

 In the U.S. the modern domestic violence movement began in earnest in the 1970's as women began talking to 

each other about their abuse.  As awareness of the problem increased, individuals began providing shelter in their 

homes for battered women and their children.  Formal shelters were established as the need became more apparent.  

Through persistence, advocates were able to effect legal changes in the 1980's resulting in such things as harsher 

sentences for abusers, civil and criminal protection order laws, etc.  Beginning in the latter part of that decade funding 

by government and foundations provided for  research and the identification of intervention programs.  The National 

Coalition Against Domestic Violence initiated a “Day of Unity” in October 1981 for advocates nationally who were 

working to end violence against  women and their children.  Domestic Violence Awareness Month evolved from this 

activity and was first observed in October 1987.  In that same year the first national domestic violence toll-free hotline 

was established.  In 1994 the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) was the first federal legislation to acknowledge 

domestic violence and sexual assaults as crimes and resources were provided for community based strategies to 

address the problem.  The VAWA was reauthorized in 2000 creating a legal assistance program for victims and 

expanding the definition of crime to include dating violence and stalking.  A reauthorization occurred again in 2006 

supporting existing programs and creating new ones.  Today there are domestic violence coalitions in every state.  

Suggested Advocacy Options for Clubs Regarding Domestic Violence 

 Become educated and stay updated on the issue by contacting domestic violence programs or coalitions for 

speakers 

 Determine from local programs what advocacy efforts are needed in that area 

 Develop a plan of focus 

 Work  with local shelters and/or coalitions to educate the public about the issue through the publication of 

literature and sponsoring seminars 

 Sponsor dating violence prevention programs for boys and girls by partnering with schools to provide films, 

literature and lectures.  

 Provide financial support  to local domestic violence programs  
 

Denise is a retired State Corrections Dept. Executive and current President of the Board for EVE, a Lansing domestic violence program 

 

http://www.zontadistrict15.org/
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International Feature:  Website Registration 
 

http://www.zonta.org/site/DocServer/Web_site_Registration_Guide.pdf?docID=2984  

Following is basically what the registration page looks like.  Itõs easy.  Please take a minute 

and get registered and help meet the goal of 23,000 registrations.  (Currently only 10,337 registered). 

 
 Contribute Now  Member Profile Zonta Store 

Printer Friendly Version 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome, ________ 
Logout 

Update My Profile  
  

 
First Time Member Registration  

To log onto the Web site, you must first register the username and password of your choice.  Registration 

is ver easy, just follow these steps.   

 

1. Locate your Member ID Number from: 

 

-Your  Zontian magazine mailing label .  
-Your Club Treasurer  

-Your new member packet  

Request your Member ID Number from Headquarters .  

 

2. Enter your Member ID Number and Last Name below and click Submit.  
*Member ID is no more than 6 digits. 

Member ID Number:  
 

Last Name:  
 

 

Submit
 

 

Explanation of your Zontian Mailing Label 

 

Your Zontian mailing label should list your two-digit District, two-digit Area, three- or four-digit Club number, and 

Member ID Number. Your Member ID Number could be three, four, five or six digits.  

Please enter ONLY your Member ID number. DO NOT enter your District, Area or Club numbers from your 

mailing label. 

 
 

 

  

Privacy Policy / Disclaimer and Copyright / Latest News / Contact Us  

557 West Randolph Street ▪ Chicago, IL 60661 USA 

(t)+1 312-930-5848 ▪ (f)+1 312-930-0951 ▪ www.zonta.org ▪ zontaintl@zonta.org  

© 2003, Zonta International 

 

http://www.zonta.org/site/DocServer/Web_site_Registration_Guide.pdf?docID=2984
http://www.zonta.org/site/PageServer?pagename=zif_contribute
http://www.zonta.org/site/DU?pg=prof
http://www.zonta.org/site/PageServer?pagename=mr_store
http://www.zonta.org/site/PreregAuth&printer_friendly=1
http://www.zonta.org/site/UserLogin?NEXTURL=http://www.zonta.org/site/PageServer&logout=sign+off%3F
http://www.zonta.org/site/DU?pg=prof
http://www.zonta.org/site/PreregAuth#zontian
http://www.zonta.org/site/Survey?SURVEY_ID=2200&ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS
http://www.zonta.org/site/DocServer/Privacy_Policy.pdf?docID=621
http://www.zonta.org/site/DocServer/ZI_Copyright_Disclaimer.pdf?docID=622
http://www.zonta.org/site/PageServer?pagename=action
http://www.zonta.org/site/PageServer?pagename=contactus
http://www.zonta.org/
mailto:zontaintl@zonta.org
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Joining us at Fall Conference? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joining us at Fall Conference? 
 
Friday’s dinner, Flip Flops & Brats will include a contest  
for the Zontian with the most Decorated Flip Flop.  
(Sounds like a great reason to do some late season  
shopping!) 
 
Chairlift rides are available Friday evening at special rates  
for Zontians! 
 
Solace Spa has special spa packages for Zontians,  
available Thursday – Sunday! (Note, this is a correction  
to the dates listed in the Presidents’ Package) 
 
Visit your District 15 website www.zontadistrict15.org for more 
information.   
 

Zonta International District 15  

2008-2010 Nominees for Election 

 
The Nominating Committee submits the following names to District 15 for election: 
 All positions are for one two-year term (2008-2010)  
GOVERNOR 
SANDRA G. VOSPER   Zonta Club of Sault Ste. Marie Area 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
CHARLENE P. BRAMBLE Zonta Club of Farmington/Novi 
DENISE QUARLES   Zonta Club of Michigan Capitol Area 
TREASURER 
KAREN ARMALY   Zonta Club of Detroit 1 
 

(Continues on next page)

 

 

http://www.zontadistrict15.org/
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AREA DIRECTORS 
Area 1 
PATTY UTTER   Zonta Club of Petoskey Area 
Area 2 
JOANNE R. LOSE   Zonta Club of Meridian East 
Area 3 
HILARY HENLEY   Zonta Club of Chatham-Kent 
SALLY L. RANDALL  Zonta Club of Northwest Wayne County 

Area 4 
CONNIE DUTCHER  Zonta Club of Saginaw 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
KITTY BUCHAN   Zonta Club of Sault Ste. Marie Area 
PEGGY JONES   Zonta Club of Iron Mountain-Kingsford Area 
LANI OCHS    Zonta Club of Charlevoix Area 
BONNIE E. ODOM   Zonta Club of Metro Detroit 
VIRGINIA PANOFF   Zonta Club of Petoskey Area   
 
Nominations will be accepted from the floor.                                                                                                                   
 

Interviews 
 

Question:  If elected to the position for which you are nominated, how will you use your 
credentials, experience and knowledge to further Zonta’s mission and encourage growth?  
 

GOVERNOR 
Sandra G. Vosper ï Zonta Club of Sault Ste. Marie Area 

I sincerely believe in Zonta and our strength lies not only in our numbers, but in our celebration of 
diversity and our unique ability to harness all that is strong, generous and compassionate in women. 
The International component of Zonta makes us unique in the service e sector.  I know that when we 
help one woman, we help all women – and as long as there are inequities in the world surrounding 
the human rights of women, there are not enough Zontains. 
As Lieutenant Governor, Area Director and Club President I have spearheaded membership drives, 
tool development and workshops.  This valuable experience will serve me well as a leader of District 
15. 
I fully respect the power of consistent PR and will make it a priority – the world needs to know who we 
are in order to join our ranks and support our causes.  I have co-coordinated successful promotions, 
ad campaigns and special events. 
My background in manufacturing, retail and service have afforded me a unique perspective on 
creative problem solving, conflict resolution, and the ability to work constructively with a diverse 
cross-section of people. 
One of seven sisters, I understand and care deeply about the female condition and our role in today’s 
world. 
I am also keenly aware that what we do as Zontians can be so heart-rending that we have to temper 
this with great appreciation for each other – our diversity, time considerations and respect for the 
needs of the Zonta volunteer. 
As Governor, I shall do my utmost to service District 15 in growth and harmony. 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR  
Charlene P. Bramble - Zonta Club of Farmington/Novi 

Over the years, I have had many opportunities to explore the many facets of business.  I have a  
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Bachelor’s in Business Administration and a CTP (Certified Treasure Professional).  From accounting 
to marketing, sales to project organization, human resources to processing – I’ve experienced them 
all.  Being a single mom, you learn to be flexible as well as resourceful and creative.  Put it all 
together – the education, work and family – and you have quite the Renaissance package. 
Although my mainstay (the JOB with Benefits) is managing cash in a multi-state, multi-billion 
corporations, my PASSION and source of inner satisfaction comes from my Zonta life.  I may often 
use humor in my method of presentation but make no mistake; I’m serious as can be about the 
underlying goal.  I’m known for my strengths in brainstorming, thinking outside the box and 
willingness to try something new and different. 
The position of Lieutenant Governor is centered around membership.  For us to be the service 
organization of choice, we need to share our passion with others.  There comes a time in your life that 
doing for the self takes a back seat to doing for others.  It adds a glow, warmth, to your inner being.  
Zonta offers the opportunity to reach beyond the self to the community and around the world to help 
our sisters everywhere.  The Zonta experience takes us beyond women of success to be women of 
value.  I believe District 15 is on its way to substantially increase its membership and ―the belief in a 
thing makes it happen‖ – Frank Lloyd Wright.  I want to make this happen. 
Denise Quarles - Zonta Club of Michigan Capitol Area 

My considerable executive level management experience during my career as well as Board of 
Director positions in various organizations including Zonta District 15 Board and Club offices has 
provided me with the opportunity to chair committees, organize conferences and fund raising efforts, 
strategic planning for membership growth, budgetary development, setting policies and establishing 
bylaws.  My extensive international travels have also heightened my interest in other cultures.  My 
Zonta District Board experience and attendance at conferences/seminars has been invaluable in 
enhancing my knowledge of Zonta operations and requirements and membership 
recruitment/retention issues. 
Should I be elected to the Lieutenant Governor position, due to my extensive experience in and 
outside of Zonta, I can be relied upon to provide significant operational assistance to the District 
Governor.  I would also like to involve the Area Directors in developing membership growth 
strategies.  Some key factors in retaining membership is ensuring the professional operation of the 
clubs, leadership development and clear communication of Zonta International as well as District 15 
goals and expectations of Area Directors to enhance their understanding of their role especially 
regarding the provision of guidance to Club Presidents.  Additionally, I believe membership retention 
can be enhanced if members have a good appreciation of the international aspects of our 
organization.  In this regard I would like to work with the District Governor, Area Directors and others 
to educate the membership through District Conferences, workshops, etc. 

TREASURER 
Karen Armaly - Zonta Club of Detroit 1 

I will encourage growth by making sure monies are collected and disbursed in a timely manner.  I will 
keep accurate records and make sure funds are used properly. 
Since I do the COBRA administration for Adminpro, I am responsible for billing, collecting and 
disbursing the COBRA funds.  I manage COBRA for 400+ employer groups. 
Being elected for a second term will provide consistency in the Treasurers position for another 
biennium. 
 


